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Robeson’s Biographer Sues F.B.I. 


By EDWIN McDOWELL 

. ! 

Martin Duberman, a biographer 
and playwright, has filed a lawsuit 
against the Federal Bureau of Inves- 
tigation seeking to force the agency to 
release files about the family of Paul 
Robeson, the singer, actor and left- 
leaning black activist who died in 
1976. 

The suit, filed Dec. 27 in the United 
States District Court in New York, 
contends that the agency has wrong- 
fully denied the author access to the 
files “in direct violation of the Free- 
dom of Information Act.” 

Mr. Duberman, the Distinguished 
Service Professor at Lehman College 
of the City University of New York, 
has been granted exclusive access to 
the Robeson family archives for a 
biography he is writing for Alfred A. 
Knopf. Paul Robeson Jr., the late 
singer’s surviving next of kin, waived 
all privacy rights to permit the Gov- 
ernment files to be opened to Mr. 
Duberman. 

Much Was ‘Censored’ 

"I’m suing first to get the F.B.I. to 
release the vast amounts of material 
they have refused to release to me, 



Paul Robeson as Othello 


and I’m suing because much of what 
they have sent has been almost to- 
tally censored,” said Mr. Duberman, 
whose biography “Chafles Francis 
Adams” won the 1962 Bancroft Prize. 
“Whole pages are inked out from top 
to bottom and are absolutely useless. 
On some pages they left only a couple 
of tantalizing file numbers, on other 
pages they left only two 

uberman’s at- 
torney, said of the bureau, “We’re 
contending they mi sued their right to 
withhold certain classified material. 
In my opinion, they obviously don’t 
want to admit to their shenanigans.” 
Mr. Greer, a professor at Northeast- 
ern University Law School in Boston, 
added that the bureau “destroyed” 
many of the Robeson files. 

Marvin H. Lewis, a spokesman in 
Washington for the F.B.I., said that 
he was unaware of the lawsuit. “But I 
am aware of Mr. Duberman’s request 
ami can acknowledge that we have 
been releasing material to him as we 
have been able to process it.” 
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